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The proposed framework recognises this distinction while retaining appropriate oversight 

mechanisms. 

 

3. Positive Elements of the Proposal 

3.1 Clear Historical Definition 

The use of 1 January 1900 as a cut-off date provides legal clarity and aligns with long-

standing historical classifications used in other jurisdictions. 

3.2 Recognition of Non-Operational Status 

Restricting eligibility to firearms that are not designed to discharge and not capable of 

discharging cartridge ammunition appropriately limits the scope of the amendments to low-

risk items. 

3.3 Proportionate Regulatory Approach 

The removal of licensing and firearms safety course requirements for non-operational 

antique firearms is proportionate to the risk profile of these items. 

3.4 Free and Simple Registration 

A no-cost streamlined registration process encourages compliance and supports 

transparency without imposing unnecessary financial burden. 

3.5 Clear Pathway for Operational Use 

The requirement that any antique firearm intended for use must be registered against a 

firearms licence and appropriate category under the Firearms Act 1997 maintains the 

integrity of the broader regulatory framework. 

This is an important safeguard and is supported. 

 

4. Matters for Clarification and Consideration 

While supportive in principle, the Association respectfully submits that several areas would 

benefit from clarification to ensure consistent and practical implementation. 

4.1 Determination of “Not Capable of Discharging” 

Further guidance is recommended regarding: 

 The process for determining whether a firearm is “not capable” of discharge. 
 Whether certification or inspection will be required. 
 Whether the owner declaration is sufficient; and 
 What evidentiary standard will apply? 

Clear administrative guidance will reduce ambiguity and ensure consistent application 

across the State. 

4.2 Storage Requirements When Not Displayed 

The proposal indicates that when not displayed, Section 84 of the Firearms Act 1996 

applies. 













“once an an�que firearm is registered against a permit or licence, it may be displayed”. The 

maCer of licencing needs to be clarified as the brief is ambiguous and confusing to the reader. 

I agree with the former statement that there should no licencing requirements and no 

requirement to complete a firearms safety course. That approach is consistent with the 

remainder of Australia and most other countries, including the United Kingdom, Canada and 

European countries.  

Registra�on 

Muzzle loading long arms and pre percussion handguns do not require registra1on in any of 

the other Australian States, with specific legisla1on to exclude them. What data does the 

Tasmanian Government hold confirming that muzzle loading firearms are a threat to public 

safety, as valida1on for expenditure on registra1on of those items. The absence of incidents 

involving an1que firearms within Tasmania and throughout Australia, demonstrates the 

jus1fica1on for exemp1on from registra1on, based on the lack of threat to public safety. The 

exemp1on for registra1on of an1que firearms has remained constant, despite the 

implementa1on of more rigorous firearms legisla1on in some regions. Western Australia is 

considered to have the toughest firearms laws in Australia, yet s1ll permits the ownership of 

muzzle loading arms without registra1on or licencing. Similarly, NSW has recently 

implemented very stringent firearms legisla1on, without placing further restric1ons of 

capaci1es, registra1on or licencing for an1ques. Tasmania should align an1que firearm 

legisla1on with the other Australian jurisdic1ons, by implemen1ng registra1on exemp1on for 

muzzle loading long arms and handguns, so that there is one general standard throughout 

Australia.  

Serial number alloca�on and an�que firearms permit system 

An1que muzzle loading arms were generally manufactured long before the use of serial 

numbers and usually without those details. The proposal to register these creates an issue of 

serial number alloca1on to those firearms. That procedure is not required in other Australian 

jurisdic1ons, therefore Tasmania would become the only region to implement such a process, 

complica1ng ownership and future interstate sales of an1ques. I understand that registered 

an1que firearms would remain on the Na1onal Firearms Register (NFR) for the life cycle of 

those firearms, despite being sold to another jurisdic1on where it would not require 

registra1on. This would create a subgroup of an1ques which would remain registered, 

whereas an1ques from other States would not be subject to the NFR. This process would have 

a drama1c effect on the valua1on of those registered  an1ques on the NFR against those which 

were not. The exemp1on of muzzle loading arms from registra1on, would negate the 

requirement to ini1alize a serial number system and allocate serial numbers to firearms of 

that category. This would also remove the requirement to establish an an1que firearm permit 

system, thereby elimina1ng addi1onal costs for managing an1que firearms. 

 





 

Subject: Firearm Control Issues and Potential Legislation 

I am writing to express my concerns about the restrictions that are imposed on 

collectors of antique firearms. As background I own a number of antiquities – all 

registered - that at some stage in the past were potential weapons, but not any 

longer due to their age and outdated technology and unavailability of ammunition. 

Most of my antiquities are at least 150 years old and some much more dating back to 

the 1700’s and totally unusable. I strongly believe that:  

There should be an emphatic distinction between unserviceable antiques and 

potential weapons. 

Antiquities 

In other words there are antiques and weapons and each category need to be 

treated with different controls. In terms of the antiques I make the following points: 

 Antique collectors are interested in the historical aspects and wish to preserve 

old technology for future generations. 

 Many, possibly most antique collectors, have not the slightest interest in any 

weapon that could be fired and wish to be distinguished from active firearm 

users. 

 There is no rationale for restricting the number of antique ex firearms any 

more than restricting the number of antique clocks a collector might own. 

 The question that needs to be considered is “How many offences have ever 

been committed using out dated flintlock, percussion or matchlock (hopefully 

no wind or rain) or similar antiques?” I ask that this figure (if it exists) be 

compared with illegal use of real firearms, and that should form the basis of 

the nature of respective controls. 

 Any kitchen knife or garden implement or similar would be infinitely more 

dangerous than these antiques. 

 Many of these antiques have visual appeal such as my flintlock and percussion 

antiques which are in laid with mother-of-pearl and are very presentable.  In 

past times I was able to display these for general admiration. For the points 

raised in this report I strongly advocate that these antiquities be able to be on 

display.  

I own an accommodation business currently being fully restored and many 

have commented that the intrinsic historic value of these colonial gems would 



be greatly enhanced by the secure but open display of selected items. They 

deserve to be displayed for the enjoyment of others 

I suggest that bureaucratic misunderstanding and willingness to impose 

unreasonable restrictions are the reasons this realistic right has been denied. 

 These antiquities tend to be valuable and it is certain that owners would take 

every precaution to ensure their safety even when on display. 

 Valuable policing resources should not be needlessly wasted on excessive 

controls on antiquities that in no way present a danger to the public. 

 For all the reasons listed above I emphatically request that for these 

antiquities there be no need for registration or unreasonable restrictions on 

their display or storage. To adopt this suggestion would in no way diminish 

public safety and I challenge anyone to substantiate any valid argument to the 

contrary. 

Potential Weapons 

In terms of functioning genuine firearms, as with most concerned citizens, I support: 

 Reasonable restrictions on storage 

 Limiting the number of weapons 

 Limiting the nature of the firearms.  I do not support automatic or semi-

automatic or high powered weapons for private use.  

 Eliminating silencers. I do not support the use of silencers for private use.  

It is difficult to formulate any argument to support the contrary view on these last 

two points. 

In conclusion I believe that the points I have made are both valid and relevant to 

discussions relating to this matter. I trust they will be given appropriate 

consideration and I look forward to a sensible outcome. If further information is 

required I will be pleased to assist and may be contacted by phone. 

Thank you for considering this submission. 
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https://www.police.tas.gov.au/consultations/
 
To make a submission:

EMAIL to submissions.strategy.support@DPFEM.tas.gov.au  

or

POST to:
Submissions at Strategy and Support,
Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management
GPO Box 308
Hobart
TAS 7001

In accordance with the Tasmanian government’s public submissions policy, all submissions will be
published on the Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management website at
https://www.police.tas.gov.au/consultations/

Parties making a submission may request that the submission is treated as confidential.  Reasons
are to accompany such a request.  A copy of the public submissions policy is available
at https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/
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The Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management is responsible for delivering quality
policing and emergency services in Tasmania.  An important part of delivering those services is
ensuring that Tasmania has contemporary laws designed to keep the community safe.

Consulting with stakeholders and the community is an important part of the legislation
development process. Consultation aids in engagement, community awareness, assists in
providing critical analysis of relevant issues, and provides an important opportunity for the
community to contribute to legislative development.  You are receiving this email because you
have been identified as a stakeholder who may have an interest in documents published by the
Department for consultation.

The Department is seeking feedback on the Firearms Amendment (Antique Firearms) Bill 2025
(the Bill). The Bill proposes amendments to the Firearms Act 1996 to appropriately regulate
antique firearms, including to require the registration and safe storage of antique firearms. The
consultation period will be open between 26 February 2026 and 2 April 2026.

The Bill and a supporting question and answer document can be found at:
https://www.police.tas.gov.au/consultations/
 
To make a submission:

EMAIL to submissions.strategy.support@DPFEM.tas.gov.au  

or

POST to:
Submissions at Strategy and Support,
Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management
GPO Box 308
Hobart
TAS 7001

In accordance with the Tasmanian government’s public submissions policy, all submissions will be
published on the Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management website at
https://www.police.tas.gov.au/consultations/

Parties making a submission may request that the submission is treated as confidential.  Reasons
are to accompany such a request.  A copy of the public submissions policy is available
at https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/
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8. A new Category of license could be made for non-disabled antique firearms under the current
licensing provisions for firearms.
9. It should be an offence to have any firearm in one's possession without a firearms license and
this is in accordance with community expectations. The Bill proposes a no penalty compliance
model - this is very wrong and dangerous.
10. Restrictions on issuing any firearms license should follow the new licensing arrangements
elsewhere in Australia which reflect - no association with a terrorist group - after the massacre at
Bondi - this is a minimum community expectation. This is also why anyone with access to firearms
must be character assessed and part of a gun club.
11. The ammunition provisions are completely inadequate. There are many types of ammunition
which can be reloaded rather than bought - the Henry Martini for example.
12. An antique firearm should just be registered the same as any other firearm. I mean crossbows
require a license and the risk is higher with antique firearms including misfire, maintenance and
ammunition risks.
13. Display of firearms on a rack or glass case should only be for disabled firearms with a serial
number which is actually manually checked by police.
14. There appears to be no specific instruction not to store ammunition on the display rack or glass
case for antique firearms.
15. If the person does not have a standard firearms license then the ammunition storage needs to
be by a person who has a firearms license, otherwise no ammunition should be permitted to be
owned nor reloaded.
16. Just remove Exemption 4 and make antique firearms either disabled with a serial number, or if
usable, licensed under a firearms license and stored in a safe like all other firearms. The argument
that a firearm that can kill someone is somehow different because it is old is erroneous.
17. There should be a fit and proper purpose test. To suggest otherwise is ridiculous and not in
accordance with community expectations. I mean how many people did Ned Kelly kill with pre-
1900 guns? This Bill just seems to be a proposal to arm criminals. A collector is most often
someone who otherwise has a firearms license anyway - have you determined the statistic on that -
this bill is about convenience for about 20 collectors at great risk to community safety?
18. Duration of any firearms ownership permit should be subject to annual review - a doctor's
certificate - for everyone. Things change in peoples' lives sometimes and this needs to be
identified. This is in accordance with community expectations. There should be no 'set and forget'
way that a person should have a firearms license nor any firearm.
19. Prosecutions should be able to commence immediately with firearms owners undertaking
registration within 14 days. There are only 329 people who need to attend a police station to
register their antique firearms? As there are 67 Police Stations in Tasmania, that would be one
person per day for 5 days? So 2 weeks should be adequate? 6 months to commence prosecutions
is just another avenue for the legislation to be ineffective.
20. 'If a person intends to fire an antique firearm, then they need to hold, or apply for a firearms
licence of the appropriate category, and register the firearm for that category.' : This is a complete
loop hole and can never be policed on every farm, in every National Park or forestry area, and in
every town in Tasmania. Just make the person who has a usable old/ antique firearm have a
firearms license - it is a simple and available method of regulation, already in place and in
accordance with community expectations. What is being proposed will not be understandable to
the general community when some criminal has/ gets an antique firearm and kills or hurts
someone.
21. On the issue of a gun being able to discharge ammunition, there should at least be a form or
certification that needs to be signed off by Police and kept on the firearms register. There is no
mention of any process for recording and certifying the condition and usability of the firearm
mentioned anywhere. This is another loophole.
22. It seems that a new permit is being made, where it doesn't need to be. Does it fire or not? Is it
old or not? Are they a reasonable person or not? Why avoid all these questions - just remove/
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