biathlon ¥ australia

est 1976

Biathlon Australia Limited
(ACN 167 329 044)

Redacted

www.biathlonaustralia.com.au

25 July 2026

Submissions at Strategy and Support,
Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management
By email only - submissions.strategy.support@DPFEM.tas.gov.au

Dear Friends
Firearms Amendment (Miscellaneous) Bill 2026

| am the chair of Biathlon Australia — the National Sporting Organisation for the

Olympic and Paralympic Sport of Biathlon.

Biathlon Australia welcomes the opportunity to provide this submission on the

Firearms Amendment (Miscellaneous) Bill 2026.

Biathlon rifles have a straight pull repeating action and shoot a sub-sonic bullet from a

.22inch rimfire cartridge (aka a .22LR) (Biathlon Rifle). Currently in Tasmania (and all other
states/territories), Biathlon Rifles are classified as a Category A firearm or require a

Category A license.

We are extremely pleased that the Bill does not propose recategorising rimfire rifles

with a straight pull action.

Thank you.
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Firearm Law Amendments

As you know, post the Bondi Terrorist Attack in December 2025 several Australin
jurisdictions (including Tasmania) have undertaken reviews of their respective firearm

laws.

Regrettably, the Commonwealth and NSW rapidly passed amendments to the
Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 (Cth) and Firearms Act 1996 (NSW)

respectively, which (among other things) reclassified rimfire rifles with a straight pull
action from Category A to Category C. The NSW amendment has yet to be

proclaimed.

Since then, Biathlon Australia has been working with the Federal Department of
Home Affairs and NSW Police | Firearms Registry on permanent workarounds to
ensure the sport of biathlon can continue to thrive in Australia. Both jurisdictions

have been great to work with.

Commonwealth
On 7 July 2026, The Hon. Tony Burke, Minister for Home Affairs, made the Customs
(Prohibited Imports) (Sports Shooters—Biathlon) Instrument 2026. Paving the way for

Australian gun dealers to continue importing and selling straight pull action biathlon

rifles to our amazing Aussie biathletes.

This finally tuned instrument also enables us to invite international biathletes to
compete at events in Australia (with their own rifle), such as the inaugural IBU
Regional Event | Oceania Cup - to be conducted at the Australian Biathlon Arena | Mt

Hotham, on 7-9 August 2026.

NSW

We continue to work with our friends at NSW Police | Firearms Registry to come up
with a permanent and workable administrative solution to the earmarked
recategorisation of straight-pull rimfire rifles to Category C — which has yet to come
into effect. We are hoping to have something concrete to announce in the coming

months — and well before the recategorisation comes into effect.

We are extremely grateful for the ongoing engagement with NSW - they've been truly
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great to work with.

ACT
Meanwhile, the Legislative Assembly for the Australian Capital Territory Standing

Committee on Legal Affairs has released their Inquiry into legislation on proposed

firearms reform. The Committee heard submissions from myself, along with the

NRAA and others in shaping their recommendations. The noble sport of biathlon is

100% on their radar (being mentioned 40 times in the report).

Notably we draw your attention to paragraphs 2.79-2.107, and “Recommendation 5:
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government undertake further work to
enable biathletes to participate in their sport in the ACT and develop a consistent

process for further cases as they arise.”

We thank the ACT Standing Committee on Legal Affairs for taking the time to hear
our submissions and highlight the Olympic & Paralympic Sport of biathlon.

Victoria

The Victorian Government has introduced the Firearms Amendment Bill 2026

(Vic). Importantly, unlike the ACT, NSW and the Feds, the Bill does not explicitly
propose to recatergorise rimfire rifles with a straight-pull action. So, like Tasmania, for

now biathlon rifles will remain in Category A.

Importantly, the Victorian Bill is in response to the Rapid Review of Victoria's Firearms

Laws — Final Report which found (at para 6.3.3) that “Reclassifying firearms requires

further consideration of who uses them and for what purpose, and whether those
uses are recognised as a genuine reason. These considerations will be considered at

the national level. For example, concerns were raised that reclassifying straight-

pull firearms to Category C could unintentionally affect biathlon athletes, as

Category C currently recognises clay target shooting as a genuine reason, but not

sport or target shooting more broadly.”

Tasmania
It was a pleasure to read the Firearms Amendment (Miscellaneous) Bill 2026 (Tas) and

see that Tasmania — together with all other states (other than NSW) do not propose to
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recategorise rimfire rifles with a straight pull action.

This is extremely logical as:
e Biathlon Rifles ((22LR rimfires) are extremely specialised, expensive and relatively
‘low-powered’; and

e are used for the genuine reason of sport target shooting.

Background

Biathlon Australia is recognised by the Australian Sports Commission as the National
Sporting Organisation for the Winter Olympic and Paralympic sport of Biathlon.
Biathlon Australia is a full member of

e the International Biathlon Union (IBU) — which is headquartered in Salzburg,

Austria;

e the Australian Olympic Commission (AOC); and

e Paralympics Australia (PA).
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