I disclose the following information in reference to the points outlined in your application: 

1. Total annual expenditure on marine Police operations:

Expenditure: $11.2 million

All marine and fisheries compliances enforcement activities across commercial and recreational are part of normal salaried duties of marine and rescue personnel (and general duties policing). Whilst there may be statistics that relate to compliance activities, these can not be costs as they are attributed to salary and operations.  

	
	2025 Budget
	2025 Actual
	2024 Actual

	Output 2.3 Fisheries Security
	6,880
	13,344
	11,199



2.3 Fisheries Security

This output relates to marine safety and the protection of State and Australian Government marine resources, through the provision of marine compliance and enforcement activities.

By using a combination of overt and covert sea patrols and in-port, at sea, and fish processor inspections, the Department is able to target offenders, facilitate the protection and security of marine resources n both the recreational and commercial fishing sectors an ensure the safety of vessel operators.

2. The total number of compliance checks conducted by marine police each year: 

Sea Inspections (Vessel & Non-Vessel) in Tasmania
01 Jul 2023 to 31 Jan 2026
	District
	2023-24
	2024-25
	2025-26 (to 31Jan)

	North
	1186
	1710
	285

	South
	227
	40
	25

	West
	357
	438
	162

	Marine & Rescue Svcs
	14012
	11781
	9274

	Total
	15782 
	13969
	9746


Source: District Marine Services 2 March 2026

Vessel Inspections on Land in Tasmania
01 Jul 2023 to 31 Jan 2026
	District
	2023-24
	2024-25
	2025-26 (to 31Jan)

	North
	790
	665
	212

	South
	673
	119
	38

	West
	937
	1151
	257

	Marine & Rescue Svcs
	1869
	1615
	435

	Total
	4269
	3550
	942


Source: District Marine Services 2 March 2026

Summary of caution and infringement notices of 1 Jul 23 – 23 Feb 26 offences across the fisheries

	Total recreational fisheries offenders
	1343
	% of total offenders

	Abalone
	63
	5%

	Rock lobster
	718
	53%

	Scalefish – sand flathead
	226 
	17%

	Scalefish – other
	254 
	19%

	Scallop
	44
	3%

	Other
	38
	3%




3.  In relation to compliance checks on recreational fishers:

Amount of effort directed to recreational fisheries enforcement; using offender detections as a data set, it is 89% of overall offenders identified. 

	Total excluding not related to fishing
	1316
	100%

	Commercial offenders
	146
	11%

	Recreational offenders
	1170
	89%



Detailed outline of the standard compliance check procedure conducted by Marine Police:
· inspections are conducted for all relevant marine safety and fisheries legislation; rarely are vessels inspected for just one issue. 
· vessel is checked for marine safety compliance (registration, licenced operator, presence of appropriate safety equipment for area of operation  - refer https://mast.tas.gov.au/safe-boating/safety-equipment/
· fisheries inspection includes size limits, catch / bag limit, no take species, measuring equipment, compliance of fishing gear, holder of relevant licences (eg, abalone, scallop, lobster, gear) 


The number and proportion of compliance checks that resulted in:

· No breach detected.  
Records on non-detections are not kept but could be derived by deducting offence detections from reported inspections.

· Warnings (cautions) and infringement notices.
These figures are combined in the above table (total recreational fisheries offenders) - they are reported as the same thing

· Prosecutions.
Information in relation to prosecutions in court are available from DPP who have been undertaking prosecutions for Tasmania Police for fisheries offences since November 2019.

I also disclose 64 pages of information relevant to part three of your application.


4.   Number of marine police officers employed by year.

The relevant division in southern geographic region, providing a statewide response is referred to as Marine & Rescue Services and the allocation of these resources is at the discretion of the Inspector of that division. As the name implies, this division also provides services outside of Marine Servies.  21 people are currently allocated to this area.

Northern District have 4 officers allocated in a full-time capacity to Marine Services.

Western District have 5 officers allocated in a full-time capacity to Marine Services.

A total full-time allocation of officers related to Marine and Rescue Services is 30.

This allocation was the same for 23/24 and 24/25.

The statistics released by Tasmania Police respond specifically to your request concerning Sand Flathead recreational offence detections, which are a subset of total fisheries offence detections, and should not be interpreted as a measure of overall recreational fishing compliance. Enquiries about fisheries management settings, policy, or compliance programs should be directed in the first instance to the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE). 

